
How long would you be 
prepared to travel in France 
to catch a 70lb carp? Eight 

hours, 12 hours? How about only 4? 
� e days of travelling right down to 
the southern areas in order to catch 
the � sh of a lifetime are well and 
truly in the past, as more and more 
waters in the north are now home to 
� sh in the 60-70lb range, and Crystal 
Waters is home to plenty of them.

� e lake is in the north of 
Burgundy and is around 4-4½ 
hours travelling time from Calais. 
It is near the cathedral town of 
Sens, which is only a short distance 
from Fontainebleau to the south 
of Paris. � e lake itself is 25 acres 
in size and is home to around 500 
carp, with two of these being over 
70lb, and there are no less than 10 
others over 60lb. Now that’s really 
special by anyone’s standards!

� e current lake record is 73lb 
12oz and the average size of the � sh 
is 38lb. � ere are plenty of swims 
(16) for the maximum of 10 anglers 
who � sh each week, and to look a� er 
the visitors there are two full-time 
baili� s who, as well as taking care of 
the needs of the anglers, prepare the 
food and maintain the facilities.

� e lake is situated on a 35-acre 
secure site and its lovely milky-blue 
water is fringed with willow, lilies, 
reeds and overhanging trees. � ere are 
two wooded islands and the swims 
are all cut into the undergrowth and 
o� er plenty of space to spread out, 
with shaded areas for a bivvy. � e 
swims are well spaced out around the 
lake and o� er a variety of options, 
from close-in margin � shing to open-
water spots. Of course, the islands 
are hot spots, but the � sh are usually 
well spread out around the lake.

With � sh in the upper-60s and 
70s to � sh for, your tackle needs 
to be capable of handling big � sh, 
so it’s advisable to use 3.25-3.5lb 
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ferry and food, although they have 
access to the on-site facilities. � e 
drive-and-tucker package is very 
similar to the drive-and-survive, with 
the addition of a food package. Lastly, 
the all-inclusive package is just that – 
you depart from the UK in a luxury 
mini-coach (using a fully-licensed 
coach company), which will take you 
directly to the venue, and breakfast 
and evening meals are included.

For those of you who like a bit of 
time o�  from � shing, there are plenty 
of places to visit in the surrounding 
area. � e town of Sens is only a 
5-minute drive away, where there 
are several large supermarkets and 
some excellent restaurants. It’s also 
an easy day trip to Fontainebleau, 
and even Paris is well within reach.

To sum up, Crystal Waters o� ers 
some really excellent � shing in 
attractive surroundings, and with 
good facilities. If you are looking to 
catch � sh over 70lb, we can’t think 
of many holiday venues as close to 
Calais which contain � sh of this 
size, so this fact alone makes Crystal 
Waters well worth checking out. IC

O V E R S E A S  F I S H E R Y  F O C U S

CRYSTAL WATERS
If you long to catch really big carp, there are a limited number of holiday venues 

available, but check out Crystal Waters because it could well tick all the boxes for you.

rods. � e rules for the water state 
that a minimum of 15lb mono is 
used, and all leads must be capable of 
being ejected easily. Big pit reels are 
advised, and all anglers must have an 
antiseptic kit to hand. Unhooking 
mats, weigh slings and day chairs will 
be provided to anglers visiting the 
water on the drive-and-tucker and all-
inclusive packages, but anglers visiting 
on the drive-and-survive packages 
will need to take all their own gear.

� e facilities at the lake are 
extensive, and although there is no 
accommodation, there are two showers 
and toilets, a clubhouse/restaurant, 
and freezer and fridge storage, plus 
there are plenty of charging points 
for electrical equipment. For your 
security there is a 24hr monitored 
CCTV system in operation; Crystal 
Waters is a fully legal registered 
business in France and the UK.

� ere are three packages available 
to visiting anglers: a basic drive-and-
survive package, a drive-and-tucker, and 
a fully inclusive deal. � e drive-and-
survive is exactly as the name suggests; 
anglers look a� er their own transport, 
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LOCATION:  Around 4-4½hrs from Calais, 

near the town of Sen, just south of Paris.

LAKE: 25 acres with two islands 

on a 35-acre site. Maximum of 10 

anglers fi shing from 16 swims.

FISH STOCKS: Approx. 500 carp to 

73lb 12oz. Two known 70s and 10 

known 60s. Average size 38lb.

TACKLE AND BAIT: Tackle capable of 

landing big fi sh required; 3.25-3.5lb rods 

advisable, along with big pit reels; only 

boilies allowed; bait can be purchased 

on site; bait boats are allowed.

FACILITIES: Showers, toilets and power 

sockets available; dining area/clubhouse 

with outdoor seating, where anglers can 

enjoy their evening meals and breakfasts; 

drinks and snacks available to purchase.

ACCOMMODATION AND GUESTS: 

No accommodation available; non-angling 

guests are welcome by arrangement.

PRICES: Drive-and-survive £375 pp/pw; 

children (under 12) £200 pw; non-fi shing 

partners £100 pw/drive-and-tucker £495 pp/

pw; children (under 12) £275 pw; non-fi shing 

partners £220/fully-inclusive £630 pp/pw; 

children (under 12) £375 pw; non-fi shing 

partners £320. 

CONTACT: Lee or Karen Papper – 0845 

180 1412 or 07917 701100.

Web: crystalwatersfi shery.com

Email: crystalwaterscarp@hotmail.co.uk

Facebook: Search for Crystal Waters Fishery.

Twitter: @crystalcarping

FISHERY FACT FILE
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